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National Chemistry Week

Mark the dates for our annual National Chemistry Week
activities! This year’s theme is …

• Dayton Science Festival
• Election: Call for Nominations
and PSA
• Section Member Hilmar Koerner
Named ACS Fellow
• ACS Dayton Section
Participated in Techfest
• Melinda Greer Named
Volunteer of the Year
• Area Students Excel in the
Patterson High School Award
and National Chemistry
Olympiad Competitions
• Councilor’s Report

Section Website
http://daytonacs.org/

Contact Us

Overall Section Matters:
chair@daytonacs.org
Bulletin Matters:
bulletin@daytonacs.org
Contact information for
officers and committee chairs
are on our website.

Executive Committee
Chair: Dr. Erick Vasquez

Immediate Past Chair: Dr.
Anastasie Weaver
Chair-Elect: Dr. Hilmar Koerner
Secretary: Dr. David Wang
Treasurer: Dr. Justin Biffinger
Councilor: Dr. Steven Trohalaki
Alternate Councilor: Dr. Yu Kay
Law

As has been done in previous years, the section will be hosting two events to present
hands-on experiments to members of the general public, particularly children:
•

October 19-20: we will be co-hosting this event with the Boonshoft Museum of
Discovery. This is a relatively large-scale event, and will be held both Saturday,
October 19th and Sunday, October 20th between 11 am and 4 pm.

•

October 26: we will host our own activity on Saturday, October 26th from 1-4 pm
at the Centerville Library

We will need a large number of volunteers for each of these events. Historically, we need
8-10 volunteers present at any given time at the Boonshoft Museum event (October 1920), and 5-6 volunteers present at the Centerville. We therefore encourage our members,
their family and friends, colleagues, and students to help with this event. You don’t need
to have much experience with the experiments – full briefing materials will be provided at
the events!
Having done this for several years, the Editor can personally attest to the fact that this is a
great chance to meet with budding scientists of all ages and have fun doing chemistry
related activities in a relatively relaxed environment! Even if you can’t volunteer, it would
be a great event to bring your children of all ages, who can experience these experiments
first hand.
If you and/or your colleagues are interested in helping, please contact Melinda Greer, our
NCW Coordinator, at Melinda.greer@uc.edu or (937) 231-1119 with your name, contact
information (email address), and the event and hours that you would like to volunteer for.
Thank you everyone for your support in advance!

Dayton Science Festival

On November 15th (Friday) from 9:00 am – noon and November 16th (Saturday) from 10-3
pm, the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery will be hosting their Dayton Science Festival at
which we will be presenting hands-on activities similar to those at National Chemistry Week.
If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering, please contact Dr. Melinda Greer
at Melinda.greer@uc.edu or (937) 231-1119 as above.

Elections: Call for Nominations and PSA
Committee Chairs

This year, we will have another bumper crop of elections! The Nominating Committee has
been busy and have nominated candidates for next year’s Executive Committee. The
positions open include the following:
•

Chair-Elect – this will serve a three year rotation (Chair-Elect in 2020, Chair in
2021, Immediate Past Chair in 2022).

•

Patterson-Crane Award: Dr.
Steven Trohalaki

Chair (special election) – this will serve a two-year rotation (Chair in 2020,
Immediate Past Chair in 2021).

•

Secretary – this will serve a two-year term.

Membership: Dr. Aaron Burke

•

Councilor – this will serve a three-year term.

Public Relations: Dr. Ibrahim
Katampe

•

Alternate Councilor – this will serve a three year term.

Patterson College Chemistry
Awards: Dr. Erick Vasquez
Patterson High School
Chemistry Awards: Dr. Weijie Lu

Industrial Relations: Mr. Sidney
Osborn
Education: Dr. Weijie Lu
Investment: Dr. Justin Biffinger
National Chemistry Week: Dr.
Melinda Greer
Techfest: Vacant
Bulletin Editor: Dr. Yu Kay Law
Careers in Chemistry: Vacant
Government Relations: Vacant
Women Chemists: Dr. Suzanne
Seleem
Younger Chemists: Dr. Kerra
Fletcher
Webmaster: Dr. Yu Kay Law

If anyone is interested in running for these positions, please contact the Secretary
(secretary@daytonacs.org) to declare your candidacy.
Before the election, please to check your email address on the national website at
http://www.acs.org/. To do this, go to the head silhouette icon on the top right and click on
Log In to My Account. From the same menu, please select Manage My Account. You will
see your email address under Email with a link to change it if necessary. Otherwise, you
may not receive emails from the section including the ballot!

Section Member Hilmar Koerner Named ACS
Fellow
Nominated by the Dayton Section, Hilmar Koerner
was named ACS Fellow for his contributions to both
chemistry and to the ACS Community.

Hilmar was recognized for important research to
structure-property
relation-ships
in
polymer
composites at the Air Force Research Lab, and for
advancing non-traditional manufacturing of hightemperature polymer-matrix composites.
In addition, Hilmar was acclaimed for his service to
the Dayton Section, having twice served in the
three-year Chair succession, as organizer for the
2010 Central Regional Meeting, and for many
outreach efforts. Hilmar also organized symposia for
POLY and PMSE.
Hilmar was honored in a ceremony at the 2019 Fall Meeting of the ACS in San Diego.

Section Social at the Dayton Dragons
On June 22nd, the Section hosted a social outing at
Fifth Third Field, where members and their families
were treated to free tickets in a game against the
Lansing Lugnuts. The pre-game festivities included
a welcoming message to the Dayton Section on the
video scoreboard. The section members witnessed
the Dayton Dragons scored a come-from-behind
victory against the Lansing Lugnuts, with all of their
four runs coming in the sixth inning. Even though
tickets were free, only 25 Section Members and
family members attended. We hope to have higher attendance next year!

ACS Dayton Section Participated in Techfest

As traditional, the Section participated as one of
the member societies of the Affiliated Societies
Council of Dayton (ASC) in Techfest on
President’s Day weekend. This is one of the
best-attended events that the Section
participates in, and this year around 3000
people attended. As in past years, our section
hosted a booth with hands-on activities for
families and children of all ages. Volunteers
presented
demonstrations
of
spin-art
chromatography (a perennial favorite), a
demonstration of how sunscreen and
fluorescence works, as well as an orange juice clock. We thank the ~25 volunteers who
donated their time, enthusiasm, and effort to show everyone – particularly children – some
highlights of Chemistry!

The section would like to thank and acknowledge the Chemistry Department of the
University of Dayton for generously contributing the copious amounts of filter paper used
this year for this exhibit.

Call for Volunteer for Techfest Chair

As you can see, coordinating and developing the exhibits for our Techfest booth each year
is a significant yet satisfying effort. We are now seeking a new, vibrant person willing to
experiment and coordinate these efforts for our section next year as Chair of the Techfest
Committee. Those interested should contact the Section Chair, Dr. Erick Vasquez at
chair@daytonacs.org.

Melinda Greer Named Volunteer of the Year

Dr. Melinda Greer was honored as the
section’s Volunteer of the Year at the
Patterson
High
School
Award
Ceremony. Among other work, she
has served tirelessly as our section’s
National Chemistry Week coordinator
for the past several years, developing
experiments
and
coordinating
volunteers and venues for two largescale events in our section.
In
addition, she has provided support for
the ever-well attended Techfest event over the past few years, complementing the efforts
of the Techfest Chair. Thank you, Melinda, for all your hard work!

Area Students Excel in the Patterson High School
Award and National Chemistry Olympiad
Competitions

On May 22, about 50 high school students, parents,
teachers, and members of the ACS Dayton Section got
together for the Patterson High School Chemistry
Awards celebration at University of Dayton. At this
event, Dr. Melinda Greer gave a well-received keynote
speech outlining her career path and how her interest in
chemistry transcended her career from high school
through teaching at the college level.
This year, a record 255 high school students
participated in this competition. We would like to thank
Centerville High School, Northmont High School, and
Anna High School for generously hosting the
examination.

A large crowd wondered who
will be the big winners

Nine students from our area took the National Chemistry Olympiad exam. We thank
Sinclair Community College for providing the lab facilities, and Dr. Todd Yeates and Dr
Weijie Lu for organizing the exam.
Students in our area scored slightly higher than the national average. The participants from
our area this year include Shriya Rangaswamy (Centerville High School), who was included
in the Honors List for the National Chemistry Olympiad Exam for scoring among the top
154 students (out of 1017 nationally). In addition, Kevin Yin (Centerville High School) was
named one of two 2019 US Presidential Scholars from Ohio.
Kevin Yin (middle, left
photo)
and
Mitchell
Bonanno (middle, right
photo) received 1st and 3rd
place awards by Section
Chair Erick Vasquez and
Patterson High School
Award Committee Chair
Weijie Lu

All Patterson Scholars were invited to write essays on How Does Chemistry Affect Your
Life. The essays were ranked by a committee. Prizes of $1000, $500 and $250 for 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place, respectively, were awarded. This year’s winners are:
1st place: Kevin Yin (Centerville High School. Teacher: Julie Summers). Ice Maybe
Not: An Analysis of Defrosting and Preventing Ice in Our Daily Lives.
2nd place: Kyle Lethander (Oakwood High School. Teacher: Tony Rainsberger).
Accelerating the Human Race with the Power of Chemistry
3rd place: Mitchell Bonanno (Alter High School. Teacher: Heidi Cuticchia). Longer
Living Through Chemistry
The section thanks the Physics Department of the University of Dayton for sponsoring the
Awards Ceremony.

Councilor’s Report

As I read the Council Agenda in preparation for the meeting in San Diego, I noticed a
Petition on Membership Dues up “for Consideration,” which means that it will not be
discussed at Council. Nevertheless, I found it disturbing. Proposed by the Membership
Affairs Committee (MAC), it would create a subset of amendments whose passage could
be expedited by MAC, i.e., treated differently from other proposed amendments. New,
confusing membership categories would also be created. Aimed at increasing ACS
membership, new marketing strategies that MAC envisions may result in ACS members
feeling as if they were transported into a Trivago commercial, discussing membership dues
instead of hotel prices: Person-1: “I paid $150. What a deal!” Person-2: “I told ACS I didn’t
want to renew, so they gave me a year at $100!” Sleazy Trivago-guy: “With the MAC-app,
I paid just $50!”
None of these concerns were considered in the meeting of the Committee on Constitution
and Bylaws (C&B) because the merit of a proposed amendment is not C&B’s purview.
However, because the MAC petition was introduced at the San Diego meeting, C&B had
to determine whether or not it was consistent with the current ACS Governing Documents,
and if ACS membership approves the Petition on Streamlining Governing Documents later
this fall, C&B will have to determine if the MAC petition is consistent with the new governing
documents! Why didn’t MAC wait until the Streamlined Governing Documents were
approved before submitting their petition? The answer is that MAC has no regard for the
time and effort expended by C&B members.
After my C&B meeting, I was off to the Town Hall Meeting where Harmon Abrahamson,
Richard Cobb, Brian Balazs, and Dorothy Phillips vied for Director at Large. Even though
Cobb supports a couple of radical ideas – doing away with both ACS Regions and Councilonly Committees – he and Abrahamson came out on top in my patented four-point
candidate-assessment system.
Fireworks over the MAC petition were expected at the District-II Councilor Caucus, but
cooler heads had prevailed in the hours between the C&B Meeting and Caucus. While the
MAC Chair admitted to “some minor hiccups” with the MAC proposal, most councilors were
worried about reduced membership dues for retired and 50-year members, both of which
appear to be in jeopardy if the MAC petition is adopted.
In other actions:
•

Council elected Anne Gaffney, Lydia Hines, Will Lynch, and Sally Peters for threeyear terms (2020-2022), and Dee Ann Casteel for a one-year term (2020) on the
Council Policy Committee.

•

Council elected Michelle V. Buchannan, Charles E. Cannon, Alan A. Hazari, Amber
S. Hinkle, and Thomas H. Lane for three-year terms (2020-2022) on the Committee
on Nominations and Elections.

•

Council elected Lisa M. Balbes, D. Richard Cobb, Emilio X. Esposito, Jason E.
Ritchie, and Stephanie J. Watson for three-year terms (2020-2022) on the
Committee on Committees (ConC).

•

Council approved the continuation of the Committees on International Activities
and Professional Training, contingent on approval by the Board of Directors.

•

Council approved the creation of an ACS International Chemical Sciences Chapter
in the Republic of Georgia, contingent on approval by the Board of Directors.

•

Council voted that the Pittsburgh Local Section be transferred from District II to
District III in order to bring District III’s member population into compliance with
bylaw requirements.

-

Council passed resolutions in recognition and celebration of the 100th birthday of
Gerald Meyer, and his 80 years of service to the Society, and for many other
Councilors in recognition of lesser years of service, including me for my 15 years
of service!
Your faithful Councilor, Steve Trohalaki

American Chemical Society Dayton Section
5100 Springfield St. Suite 108
Dayton, OH 45431
Address Service Requested
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