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REPORT FROM COUNCIL
The meeting theme for the 254th Meeting of the American Chemical Society this past August was Chemistry’s Impact on
the Global Economy. It was so hot and humid in Washington, DC that I left the hotel/convention center only for free food
and drink. The total attendance was 12904, with 2997 students and 1068 exhibitors. The Career Fair drew 364 job
seekers, vying for 90 jobs offered by 36 employers. Needless to say, no employer wanted to interview me.
My duties started Saturday night with the traditional Constitution and Bylaws (C&B) dinner. As a Subcommittee Chair,
this is my opportunity to berate in person my subcommittee members who failed to turn in their assignments on time, if
at all. Usually, however, they just ignore me, especially after a few drinks.
Sunday morning started off with the C&B meeting. Part of our time was spent meeting with petitioners who want to
amend the ACS Bylaws. Dealing with bylaw petitions is a tricky business; C&B is charged with suggesting changes to
make them internally consistent as well as consistent with the ACS Constitution, but without changing the intent of the
petitioners. A long lunch break allowed C&Bers to attend the open meeting of the ACS Board.
After C&B, it was on to the Town Hall Meeting where four candidates for Director at Large (2018–2020) – Barbara A.
Sawrey, Kenneth P. Fivizzani, Bonnie Lawlor, and Wayne E. Jones, Jr. – answered questions from the audience. Using my
patented 4-point rating system, Jones came out slightly ahead of the pack. Tellingly, none of them seemed to know anything about the Task Force for Government Design, whose aim it is to streamline the ACS Constitution and Bylaws.
Finally, it was time for the District-II Caucus, led for only the second time by Christina Bodurow. Hotly debated was the
petition pertaining to International Chemical Sciences Chapters (ICSCs). This petition would do two things: it would allow
International Chapters to receive financial support from the ACS; and it would allow them to have elected representation
on Council. It seems logical that all ACS members, even those who are members of ICSCs, should be represented on
Council, right? And, like all other Councilors, their travel to Council and lodging while at ACS meetings should be subsidized. Not doing so would be, well, un-American – taxation without representation and all that. Some Councilors see it
differently. In comments that were echoed at Council, one Councilor claimed that this petition would “open the floodgates of money flowing to ICSCs.”
During discussion of the ICSC petition at Council, another Councilor rose to ask, rhetorically, “Will we continue to be the
American Chemical Society when 60% of its members are foreigners?” This Councilor was not wearing a red baseball
cap at the time, but I’m sure he has one at home. Incidentally, only 16% of ACS members belong to ICSCs, and many of
these are American citizens working abroad. The ACS Mission statement is, To advance the broader chemistry enterprise and its practitioners for the benefit of Earth and its people. I was half expecting another Councilor to approach a
microphone to suggest that the last four words be changed to the United States its citizens. I didn’t take these jokers
seriously, but evidently about a third of Council did. The petition failed to achieve the two-thirds majority required to
amend the Bylaws.
Council also defeated a proposal from the Committee on Divisional Activities that would have established a probationary
Division of Space Chemistry. Those Councilors who spoke against this proposal were (1) concerned about weakening
ACS Divisions by dilution, even though any ACS member may join as many divisions as s/he wants; and (2) from the
Physical Chemistry Division, which has a subdivision on Astrochemistry. However, as the Astrochemistry website says,
this subdivision covers Quantum Chemistry, Dynamics, and Reaction Modeling for Molecules and Materials in Astrophysical Environments. As anyone who attended the Mars Symposium the day before Council would know, a mission to
Mars entails additional areas of chemistry, including propulsion, biochemistry of microbes, physiology, catalysis, and materials science. In addition, ACS Publications includes a journal entitled Earth and Space Chemistry. You’d think that establishing a Division of Space Chemistry would be a no brainer, but no.
Council elected Councilors to Committees of Council, including the Council Policy Committee, the Committee on Nominations and Elections, and the Committee on Committees. The terms for these positions are mostly three years. I’ll never
be elected to any of these positions because, as the Dayton Section Board will tell you, no one likes me.
Ballots for the 2017 fall national election will be distributed on September 29, with a voting deadline four weeks later,
on October 27. In a change of procedures, all ACS members with an email address on file and eligible to vote will receive
an electronic ballot with the option to request a paper ballot. Those members with no email address on file will be sent a
paper ballot with the option to still vote electronically. The ACS election vendor, Survey & Ballot Systems, will send three
email reminders during the voting period to those who have not voted as of the reminder date.
Until next time, your faithful Councilor,
Steve Trohalaki
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
OCTOBER 21ST, 22ND, & 28TH
N AT I O N A L C H E M I S T RY W E E K E V E N T S
We'll celebrate NCW with two events this year:
 The Boonshoft Museum of Discovery on Saturday, October 21 st, from
11 AM–4 PM, and Sunday, October 22nd, from noon–4 PM.
 On Saturday, October 28th, from 1–4 PM, we’ll be at the Centerville
Library.

This year’s theme is Chemistry Rocks! Come out and help the Dayton Section explore the chemistry of rocks. If you want to volunteer for either of
these events, contact Melinda Greer at (513) 936-7165 or at
greermd@ucmail.uc.edu.

NOVEMBER 16TH
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Where: Wellington Grill
When: Social at 6 PM, Dinner at 7:00 PM

This year we have five 50-year honorees: Dr Ronald Camp, Dr. Richard Eppley, Dr. Gerry
Keil, Dr. John McDonald and Dr. Don Sullenger. Each honoree will give a short talk on
what attracted them to chemistry and the careers they had as a chemist. The section
would especially like to invite graduate students at our local universities to attend the
dinner as they begin their careers as chemists to interact with our honorees.
Please e-mail Dr. Aaron Burke at aburke1333@aol.com or call at 937-890-2312 to
make your reservation.
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SECTION ELECTIONS
After last year’s election, this one is bound to be a letdown. But, sometimes boring is good, right?
Candidate profiles and statements appear on this page and the following page.
The Chair-Elect will serve in that capacity in 2018, as Chair in 2019, and as Immediate Past Chair in
2020. The Secretary will serve a two-year term starting in 2018. The Alternate Councilor will serve the
remaining two years of the term vacated by Rachel Jakubiak.
Section members will soon receive, via email, instructions on how to vote electronically. Section members still freaked out by the Equifax data breach may obtain a paper ballot from the Secretary, Ms. Kerra R. Fletcher, and either mail their completed ballot back to her at the Section’s address (American
Chemical Society, Dayton Section, 5100 Springfield St., Ste. 108, Dayton, OH 45431) or bring it to the
Membership Meeting, Thursday, November 16, at the Wellington Grille.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-Office: Chair-Elect
Candidate: Erick S. Vasquez
Position Title & Place of Employment:
Assistant Professor, Department of Chemical and Materials Engineering, University of Dayton
Education:
Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering; Mississippi State University, 2013
M.S. in Chemical Engineering; Clemson University, 2009
B.S. in Chemical Engineering; UCA, El Salvador, 2007
Professional Society Affiliations, Offices Held, Dates, Services to ACS:
American Chemical Society (2012 - present), member of POLY and PMSE
American Institute of Chemical Engineers (2009–present)
American Society of Engineering Education (2013–present)
Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (2012–present)
Statement:
In my career, I have always been passionate about attracting students to STEM fields. Through different opportunities, I have mentored graduate, undergraduate, and high school students. As a Chair-Elect, I look forward to becoming more involved with the Dayton community through K-12 outreach opportunities to foster
the interest of chemistry and science. The ACS Dayton chapter is a very active organization, and I hope that I
can contribute to the community by providing service and advance STEM interests for the next generation of
scientists in the area.

————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Office: Secretary
Candidate: Jessica Davis
Position Title & Place of Employment:
Research and Development Chemist at Microtek Laboratories
Education:
B.A. in Chemistry, University of Dayton, 2010
Professional Society Affiliations, Offices Held, Dates, Services to ACS:
American Chemical Society (2016–present)
Statement:
I am looking forward to the opportunity to volunteer within the Dayton chapter, network with other local professionals, learn and grow as an individual, and give back to the science community. I was an active member
of ACS during my undergraduate 2006-2010, and this will be my first active year in the professional affiliation.
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SECTION ELECTIONS, CONTINUED
Office: Alternate Councilor
Candidate: Yu Kay Law
Position Title and Place of Employment:
Assistant Professor of Chemistry, School of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Indiana University East
Education:
Ph.D., Biophysics, The Ohio State University, 2010
M.A. and M.Sci., Natural Sciences, University of Cambridge, 2004
Professional Society Affiliations, Offices Held, Dates, Services to ACS:
ACS member since 2010:
Webmaster, Dayton Section, ACS, 2014–present
Secretary, Dayton Section, ACS, 2014–2015
Member, Biophysics Society, 2004–2010
Chairman, Cambridge University Physics Society, 2003–2004
Statement:
As Webmaster and Secretary of the American Chemical Society, I have been focused on improving and expanding the online presence of the Section. I have found the section to be excellent at outreach in chemistry for the area as well as for helping chemists network throughout the greater Dayton area and beyond. As
Alternate Councilor, as well as serving as the alternate for the Councilor, I intend to improve the section’s
communications with the Affiliated Societies Council, who organize Techfest and coordinate the activities of
the different science and engineering societies in the area.

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

PAST MEETING

Annual Section Picnic
It was a beautiful day on August 26th at Fairborn’s Community Park. We went green this year and
didn’t use any lighter fluid. Attendance was a tad sparse, but that just meant more food for the rest
of us. It also meant that we could talk about more people behind their backs. The best dessert
award went to Margie Fortman, who made some awesome cookies! Thankfully, there wasn’t a hideous cornhole accident like last year, because no one brought a corn hole set! It was like we weren’t
in Ohio anymore, Toto. There were a couple of deer sightings and we experimented with using liquid
nitrogen to put out the charcoal. All in all, it was a great day for chemistry!

The adults wished they had even half the
energy possessed by the kids.

Food good!
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I hope someone remembered to take the
banner down!

Alzheimer's Avoidance Therapy*

Unscramble the letters to reveal a chemical name. Then,
use the circled letters to solve the riddle. Answers next edition!
Answers for Last Edition

ADEHRSTY

BUTANOL RESORCIN MALTOSE
The president of a prestigious
university is skeptical upon hearing his daughter’s news: “I’m so
happy, Daddy; I’m going to be
married,” she exclaims.
The
president asks, “Who’s the lucky
young man?” “Well, he’s an Assistant Professor at the University,” the daughter explains, “but
he’s very ambitious. He’s applying for Assistant Dean!” The president sniffs, “An assistant dean is
nothing more than a mouse
learning how to BECOME A RAT.

AEILNV
DIMOSU
The Higgs Boson is awakened by his wife early Sunday morning. “I want us to go
to church today,” she says. “Aw, honey,” the Higgs Boson replies, “I was looking
forward to eating some pancakes, reading the paper, and then taking a nap before
the football game starts.” “We have to set a good example for the children!” she
yells. “You’re the one who wanted kids, not me!” answers the Higgs Boson. Later,
at church, the priest says, “I’m sorry, but we don’t allow Higgs Bosons in here.”
Startled, the Higgs Boson asks, “But without me, how can

?”

“People seem not to see that their opinion of
the world is also a confession of character.”
– Ralph Waldo Emerson

AAT-2 — Su Doku for Chemists!
Using the following nine chemical elements:

La Ce

Pr Nd Pm Sm Eu Gd Tb

fill in the grid below so that each row, column, and 9-element
subcell has only one occurrence of each element.

Pm

Eu

Nd

Yb

Pr
Pr

Gd

Eu

Ce

Quotable Quotes for $1000, Alex!

“Between lovers a little confession is a dangerous thing.”
– Helen Rowland
“Faith never makes a confession.”
– Henry David Thoreau
“Psychoanalysis is the confession without absolution.”
– Germaine Greer
“I have a confession to make. In the beginning, I did not understand the Kate Moss
phenomenon.”
– Hamish Bowles

La

“You know the difference between a dentist
and a sadist, don’t you? Newer magazines.”
– Jerry Seinfeld

Pr

Solution for Last Edition
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*Surveys suggest that mental exercises, including word puzzles, may delay the progression of Alzheimer's Disease.
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